The role of airways hyperreactivity in the pathogenesis of obturative bronchitis in the youngest children.
For detection of airways hyperreactivity plethysmographic examinations were carried out in 50 children aged from 6 months to 3 years (mean age 18 months) with obturative bronchitis, in the period without symptoms, and in 17 children in the same age group with recurrent respiratory infections without evidence of obturation (control group). Striking hyperreactivity was found in 68% of the children with obturative bronchitis and in 29% of the children with recurrent respiratory infections. The challenge dose of carbachol was much lower in children with obturative bronchitis than in control children. In the conclusions it is stressed that plethysmographic examination is completely safe, and should be done more frequently in cases of respiratory disease in young children.